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Dear Oak Grove Church Family, 
 
When a professional team wins the 
championship of their league they 
often produce a ócommemorativeô 
book or DVD where fans can re-live 
that glorious experience .  I suppose 
in a way, the third installment of the 
Cross & Crown is essentially a 
ócommemorative bookletô celebrating 
our Inaugural celebration & Worship 
at our future Weary Rd site. 
 
If you were present at the new site for 
the worship, feast, facility update & 
celebration then you will welcome a 
reprisal of that day for it was one for 
the óhistory booksô of our sweet 
church! And if you were not able to  
attend the celebration, you will be all 
the more eager to learn about what 
transpired. 
 
To the glory of God, 150 folks 
gathered in the field under and 
around two tents. We worshiped the 
Lord through singing, praying & 
preaching. Our service order was 
informed by King David & King 
Solomonôs celebration in 1 Chronicles 
29. In this text the people celebrate 
after completing their ópledge driveô 
and before the groundbreaking 
beganð a  situation very much  like  

our own.  
 
As part of the celebration, Judy 
Winker & Andrew Najdowski 
performed the  song Great is the 
Lord, which they had written for the 
occasion. Our celebration included 
two other unique elements. One was 
that Pastor Josh & Phil Woodworth 
were re-anointed with oil. It sounds 
unusual to RE-anoint someone, but in 
fact in 1 Chronicles 29:22 both King 
Solomon & High Priest Zadok were re
-anointed, presumably for the 
significant task ahead of themð
building the Temple..  
 
The other unique element of our 
service was a time for each of us to 
place a brick upon which each person 
had written our name(s), prayers, 
Scripture reference, etcé These 
bricks were  built into a pillar, 
commemorating the day, uniting our 
prayers and symbolizing our faith.  
This column was a declaration of 
ñEbenezerò, which means ñThus far 
has the Lord helped usé. (and we 
therefore trust Him to continue to help 
us!)ò  
 
We have much to celebrate! The 
LORD has brought us faré   
             [cont. on pg 2] 
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ñThen the people re-
joiced because they 
had given willingly, for 
with a whole heart they 
had offered freely to 
the LORD. David the 
king also rejoiced 
greatly. ñ 
1 Chronicles 29:9  
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...and we still have a ways to go. In 
fact, since there is still much to do 
some may have thought our celebra-
tion pre-mature. But on the basis of 1 
Chronicles 29, it is not! For King Da-
vid & King Solomon celebrated after 
the people had taken an initial offer-
ing. This offering was large, but it was 
not sufficient to finish building the 
Temple. It would be still 4 more years 
before Solomon would begin building 

the Temple and another 7 years after 
that to finish the work. So, we at Oak 
Grove may only be beginning this 
great work, but because of how gen-
erous you have been and how faithful 
our God isðwe must celebrate! 

What has the Lord done? What has 
been the result of our pledge drive? 
As of August 5th, 43 households have 
pledged $683,701.00!!! People are 
committed to give generously, sacrifi-
cially and joyfully to further the spread 
of the gospel and for the future of Oak 
Grove Church. Praise the Lord! 

At our congregational meeting on 
April 15th, the congregation voted, ñto 
build a new facility for Oak Grove 
Church contingent on funding. Ap-
prove a maximum construction loan of 
3X our annual budget.ò Since that 
time, much work has been accom-
plished on the  design and blueprints. 

With these preliminary blueprints we 
were able to get a project óbudgetô 
from the commercial grade general 
contractor that built Creekside Place 
and is currently building the Eager 
Free Library addition. They estimate 
that it would cost $2.5 million to com-
plete construction of our project. 

When the elders first heard that num-
ber we had ósticker shockô. But after 
some thought and reflection, there are 
three conclusions weôve come to: 

1) Praise God, we have the re-
sources to do something!  We 
have $684K in pledges, $100K in 
usable savings, a gift of 3.3 acres 
of prime real estate by the Wood-
worth family, and have so far re-
ceived all necessary approvals 
from Union township, City of Ev-
ansville and Rock County to build. 
Praise the  Lord! 

2) We do not have the resources to 
build the entire facility as con-
ceived. We may want a Cadillac 
with all the options, but at this 
point we can afford a Ford Focus. 

3) We need to break the new facility 
into 2 phases. 

Phase 1: expanded worship space, 
accessible modern bathrooms, gath-
ering area/foyer, parking lot and a 
temporary nursery and a temporary 
Sunday school room. (estimated cost 
$1.3M) 

Phase 2: Classrooms, larger nursery, 
offices, storage, kitchen and fellow-
ship hall/multi-purpose room, baptistry 
(estimated cost: $1.2M) 

Therefore, we will continue to use the 
current facility at 101 W. Church St. 
as a ministry resource center: church 
offices, Awana, Bible studies & fellow-
ship hall until we are able to build 
Phase 2. 

Challenge:  If Phase 1 costs $1.3M 

and we have $684K in pledges & 
$100K in savings, we are currently 
$516K short.  

How do we make up the difference? 

We can either reduce the budget by 
saving money or we can raise addi-
tional funds. More than likely we will 
close the gap by a combination of 
these. 

We would like to invite the congrega-
tion to pray as we continue to move 
forward. Weôd also like to ask the con-
gregation to give some thought to the 
situation. Your ideas for cost savings 
and fund raising are welcome! 

To help óprime the pumpô, here are 
some ideas we had: 

¶ Get bids from smaller local con-

tractors with less overhead. 

¶ Make further compromises. e.g. 

an asphalt parking lot is budgeted 
to cost $110K. Go with gravel? 

¶ Volunteer ósweat equityô / óin-kindô 
gifts. E.g. It costs $2 per square 
foot to paint. $25K is budgeted for 
landscaping, etcé 

¶ 43 of 65 households have submit-
ted pledges. 1/3 of households 
connected to OGC have not sub-
mitted a pledge yet. Please con-

sider joining this effort! 

¶ Our pledge drive was structured 

to last 2.5 years. (Jul 2018 ï Dec 
2020) If we extend our pledges 
one more year, we would raise an 
additional $200K 

¶ Grow. If we move to 2 worship 
services we could accommodate 
more people and as we grow our 
income will grow as well. 

¶ Financing. A mortgage for 15-
years at 4% interest would cost 
$9K a year per $100K borrowed 

¶ Fund-raising 

In sum, óthus far has the Lord brought 
usô, and He remains trustworthy! 
 
May God be glorified in all we do! 
 Pastor Josh Brumbaugh 
 Gordie Franklin 
 Darrin Harn 
 Brian Smith 
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